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CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF JOB PROVERBS ECCLESIASTES, Week 1

KEY STATEMENTS

God’s purpose in dealing with those who love Him
is that they may gain Him
to the fullest extent, surpassing the loss
of all that they have other than Him,
so that He might be expressed through them
for the fulfillment of His purpose in creating man.

Job was a good man, expressing himself
in his perfection, uprightness, and integrity,
but God’s intention was that Job would be reduced
to nothing, be maintained in his existence,
have God imparted into him, and become
a God-man, expressing the divine attributes.

God’s purpose in dealing with His holy people is
that they would be emptied of everything
and receive only God as their gain;
the desire of God’s heart
is that they would gain Him in full as life,
as the life supply, and as everything to their being.

When God’s chosen and redeemed people
experience Christ as wisdom to them from God
and partake of and enjoy the riches of Christ,
these riches will constitute them the church,
through which the multifarious wisdom of God
is made known to the angelic rulers and authorities in the heavenlies.

The Great Question in the Book of Job and the Great Answer

Scripture Reading: Job 1:1; 10:2b, 13; Eph. 3:9; Job 42:5-6

Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and this man was perfect and upright, and he feared God
and turned away from evil.

Job 10:2 [ will say to God, Do not account me wicked; Make known to me why You contend with me.
Job 10:13 But You have hidden these things in Your heart; I know that this is with You:

Job 42:5 I 'had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye has seen You;

Job 42:6 Therefore I abhor myself, and I repent In dust and ashes.

Ephesians 3:9  And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has
been hidden in God, who created all things,
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The hidden mystery is that God in His Divine Trinity desires to be dispensed and wrought into His creation, man, to
make man His duplication, to make man His expression. Not knowing this, Job misunderstood God and thought that
God was angry with him and was judging him and punishing him. God's intention was not to judge Job or to punish him
but to tear him down and then rebuild him with Himself. God knew that after Job had passed through a time of
suffering, he would be rebuilt and become another person—a new man in God's new creation. This is the answer to Job,
to the book of Job, and to Job's vindication.

The Bible of sixty-six books is for only one thing: for God in Christ by the Spirit to dispense Himself into us to be our
life, our nature, and our everything that we may live Christ and express Christ. This should be the principle that governs
our life. In a practical way, it should be today's tree of life for our enjoyment. (Life-Study of Job, chapter §)

Day 1

I. The forty-two chapters in Job leave us with a great question of two parts: What is the purpose of God in His creating of man,
and what is the purpose of God in His dealing with His chosen people?—1:1; 10:2b, 12-13; cf. 11:12; 13:4:

A. Job said to God, “Make known to me why You contend with me” (10:2b); “You have hidden these things in Your heart; /I know
that this is with You” (v. 13).

B. This indicates that Job could not find the reason for God’s treatment of him, but he believed that there had to be some reason
hidden in God’s heart; what was hidden in God’s heart was the mystery of the ages—the eternal economy of God—Eph. 3:9.

Day 2 & Day 3

II. The great answer to this great question is the mystery hidden in God throughout the ages, the eternal economy of God,
which is God’s eternal intention with His heart’s desire to dispense Himself in His Divine Trinity as the Father in the Son
by the Spirit into His chosen people to be their life and nature so that they may become an organism, the Body of Christ as
the new man, for God’s fullness, God’s expression, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem—1 Tim. 1:3-4; Eph. 1:22-
23; 3:9, 19; Gen. 1:26; Isa. 43:7; Rom. 8:29; 1 John 3:2:

A. Job and his friends thought that what he was suffering was a matter of God’s judgment; however, Job’s sufferings were not
God’s judgment but God’s stripping and consuming that God might gain Job so that he might gain God more.

B. Although God was stripping Job, He surely was not angry with him; neither did God consider Job to be His adversary but His
intimate friend— Job 19:11; cf. 10:13.

C. God knew that after Job had passed through a time of suffering, he would be rebuilt with the Divine Trinity so that he could be-
come another person—a new man, a new creation (Gal. 6:15), to fulfill God’s eternal economy for God’s expression (2 Cor.
5:17); this is the great answer to the great question in the book of Job.

D. In our reading of the Bible, we need to focus our attention on God’s eternal economy for the divine dispensing; unless we know
God’s economy, we will not understand the Bible; God’s intention with Job was to make Job a man of God, who was
constituted with God according to His divine economy:

1. The Bible of sixty-six books is for only one thing: for God in Christ by the Spirit to dispense Himself into us to be our life,
our nature, and our everything so that we may live Christ and express Christ; this should be the principle that governs our
life— John 10:10b; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:2, 10, 6, 11; Phil. 1:19-21a; 2 Cor. 3:6.

2. God’s dealing with Job was to bring him out of the sphere of ethics and into the sphere of God-gaining so that he would be
turned from seeking perfection in ethics to seeking and gaining God instead of anything else; man’s standing before God is
based on how much of God he has gained—Psa. 27:8; 105:4; Phil. 3:8; Matt. 25:3-4, 9; Prov. 23:23; Rev. 3:18; 2 Cor. 3:18;
4:17; 1 Pet. 2:7; Dan. 5:27; 9:23; 10:11, 19.

3. God’s purpose in dealing with His holy people is that they would be emptied of everything and receive only God as their
gain; He wants His people to gain Him, to partake of Him, to possess Him, and to enjoy Him more and more, rather than all
other things, until their enjoyment reaches the fullest extent for them to become the New Jerusalem—Matt. 5:3; Psa. 43:4;
73:25-26; Phil. 3:8-9; Rev. 21:2.

4. This is the intrinsic significance of the entire New Testament as the great answer to the great question in the book of Job
concerning God’s purpose in His creation of man and in His dealing with His chosen people.
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GOD'S DESIRE TO BRING JOB INTO ANOTHER REALM

Job was in the realm of building up something that was wrong. He was building up himself in his perfection,
uprightness, and integrity. He thought that he was absolutely right. He was proud of what he had built up, and he trusted
in that and glorified himself in that. That was his robe to cover his entire being, and that was his crown to be his glory.

Actually, Job was wrong. God in His eternal economy has no desire to build up these things. Rather, He considers all
these things as frustrations and intends to strip them away from us, consuming them bit by bit. When everything is
stripped away, then you will see God, and He will attract you to receive Him. Then you will have God's nature, life,
element, essence, and even His being. This will cause a metabolic change within you to transform you from the present
form of your human being to another form, the form of the divine being. As a result of this transformation, you will be a
person reflecting God, that is, expressing Him and dispensing Him to others.

This was God's intention with Job, and this is His intention with us today. Now you and God may be in two different
realms. But God wants to transfer you from your present realm into His realm, not only to make you one with Him but
even to make you a part of Him. (Life-Study of Job, chapter 31)

Day 4

III. Job’s basic problem was that he was short of God; in all of God’s dealings with Job, God’s intention was to reduce Job to
nothing, yet to maintain his existence (2:6) so that He might have time to impart Himself into Job; God cares for only one
thing—for being worked into us (Eph. 3:16-19):

A. Job was self-righteous (Job 6:30; 9:20; 27:5-6; 32:1), and he was contented with what he had become (13:3; 23:3-4; 31:6), yet he
was unaware of his miserable situation before God (cf. Rev. 3:16-18).

B. Job’s glory was his perfection and uprightness, and his crown was his integrity; God had stripped his glory from him and had
taken away the crown from his head (Job 19:9); Job’s hope had been to build up the “tree” of his integrity, but God would not
allow such a tree to grow within Job; rather, God had plucked up this tree, this hope (v. 10), so that Job would be brought into
the sphere of gaining God.

C. God wanted Job to know that he was in the wrong realm of building up himself as a man in the old creation in his perfection,
uprightness, and integrity; Job glorified himself in these things, but God considered them as frustrations to be stripped away so
that Job might receive God in His nature, life, element, and essence and thus be metabolically transformed to be a God-man, a
man in the new creation who expresses God and dispenses Him into others—2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Pet. 4:10; Eph. 3:2.

D. God’s intention with Job was to tear down the natural Job in his perfection and uprightness so that He might build up a renewed
Job in God’s nature and attributes; the discipline of the Holy Spirit tears down our natural being to constitute a renewed being—
2 Cor. 4:16-18; Rom. 8:28-29.

E. The work of the Spirit within us is to constitute a new being for us, whereas the work of the Spirit without is to tear down
every aspect of our natural being through our environment; we should cooperate with the operating Spirit and accept the
environment that God has arranged for us—Phil. 4:12; Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; 1 Cor. 7:24.

F. The primary purpose of suffering in this universe, particularly as it relates to the children of God, is that through it the very nature
of God may be wrought into the nature of man so that man may gain God to the fullest extent—2 Cor. 1:8-9; 4:16:

1. While the living God can perform many acts on man’s behalf, the life and nature of the living God are not wrought into man;
when the God of resurrection works, His life and nature are wrought into man—v. 16.

2. God is not working to make His might known in external acts but is working to impart and work Himself into man; God uses
the environment in order to work His life and nature into us—G@Gal. 4:19; 2 Cor. 4:7-12; 1 Thes. 3:3; John 16:33.

3. In order to live in resurrection and be constituted with the God of resurrection, we must be conformed to the image of Christ
as the firstborn Son of God through “all things”—Rom. 8:28-29; Heb. 12:10; cf. Jer. 48:11.

4. When we are in the midst of sufferings, we may complain to God, but our complaining may be the best prayer, the most
pleasant prayer to God; while we are complaining, God is rejoicing because He is causing all things to work together for
good that we may be conformed to the image of His firstborn Son—cf. Psa. 102, title.

Day 5

IV. The move of the Triune God to deify man for the fulfillment of His economy to have His corporate expression is altogether
in the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled as one with our human spirit—1 Cor. 6:17; Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10; cf.
Job 12:10; 32:8:

A. In our Christian life we should live by the Spirit and walk by the Spirit; we should do everything and be everything by the Spirit,
with the Spirit, in the Spirit, and through the Spirit; thus, we need to take care of our spirit, doing everything by exercising our
spirit in order to experience the divine Spirit living in us, making His home in us, and transforming us—Gal. 5:16, 25; Phil. 3:3;
Rom. 8:4, 6; 2 Cor. 2:12-14; Mal. 2:15-16.
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B. We should not take any action apart from the all-inclusive Spirit; we should not face any situation or meet any need apart from
the Spirit; we must learn to touch the divine Spirit in our spirit; this is the intrinsic significance of the Christian life and the
Christian work for the fulfillment of God’s economy—=Zech. 4:6; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6; Rom. 1:9; 7:6; Phil. 3:3.

C. To be a Christian and an overcomer is not merely difficult—it is impossible; only the processed and consummated Triune God
living in us as the all-inclusive Spirit in our spirit can be a Christian and an overcomer—Luke 1:37-38a; 2 Cor. 4:13; Rom. 8:2.

D. As long as we do everything according to the Spirit, we can experience Christ’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection,
and ascension with the outpouring of the Spirit; this will cause us to be the church of God, the Body of Christ, the new man, and
the vine and the branches as the organism of the Triune God, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem—Phil. 1:19; Joel
2:28-32; Acts 2:16-21; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:15; 4:4, 23-24; John 15:1-11; Rev. 3:12; 19:7-9; 21:2, 10.

NOT TAKING ANY ACTION APART FROM THE ALL-INCLUSIVE SPIRIT

We should not take any action apart from the all-inclusive Spirit. We should not face any situation or meet any need
apart from the Spirit. When He moves, we move; when we move, He moves. We need to practice this in our married
life. If you desire to say something to your spouse, you should wait for a period of time, until you have the assurance
that your speaking is the move of the Spirit.

We need to learn not to do things too quickly. Acting hastily is the living of a descendant of Adam. Those who live in
that way are quick to speak, to act, and to deal with others. We must remember that, as Christians, we are not the only
ones moving. On the contrary, we are moving in another One's moving, and another One is moving in our moving. This
kind of life is a constituent of the church. This kind of life keeps the Body of Christ in a living condition. However, not
to move in the Spirit's move and not to have the Spirit in our move will bring death into the church.

Revelation 22:17 does not say that the Spirit speaks with the bride; rather, this verse says, "The Spirit and the bride
say..." The two speak together. This indicates that we should not merely speak with the Spirit; we and the Spirit should
speak together. If this is the case, our speaking will be living and full of impact. The way we must take today is the way
of moving in the move of the Spirit and of having the Spirit moving in our move. (Life-Study of Job, chapter 24)

Day 6

V. In God’s appearing to him, Job saw God, gaining God in his personal experience and abhorring himself—Job 38:1-3; 42:1-
6:

A. Today our God is the all-inclusive Spirit as the consummation of the processed and consummated Triune God; the God whom
we look at today is the consummated Spirit, and we can look at Him in our spirit—2 Cor. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:22:
1. We see God so that we may be constituted with God; seeing God transforms us, and seeing God equals gaining God—2 Cor.
3:16, 18; Matt. 5:8; Rev. 22:4.
2. The more we see God and love God, the more we deny ourselves and hate ourselves—Job 42:5-6; Isa. 6:5; Luke 14:26.

B. In order to see God, we must exercise our spirit—Eph. 1:17-18; 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 2:9-16; 2 Cor. 4:13; 1 Tim. 4:7; 2 Tim. 1:6-7:
1. The more we look at Him in our spirit, the more we receive all His ingredients into our being as our inner supply—2 Cor.
3:16-18.
2. In the midst of our afflictions, we must take heed to our spirit, taking the Lord as our dwelling place, our secret of
sufficiency—2:13; 7:5-6; Mal. 2:15-16; Psa. 91:1; Phil. 4:11-13; Psa. 90:1-12; 31:20; Isa. 32:2.

C. In order to see God, we must deal with our heart—2 Cor. 3:16, 18; Matt. 5:8; 13:18-23:

1. We must be renewed in the spirit of our mind by being reconstituted with the holy word of God to be instructed, governed,
ruled, and controlled by God’s word—Eph. 4:23; Deut. 17:18-20; Phil. 2:2, 5.

2. We must be on fire with the Lord’s love, having an emotion filled with Him as our zeal for His house—1:8; 2 Cor. 5:14; 2
Tim. 1:6-7; John 2:17; Mark 12:30.

3. We must have our will subdued by Christ and transformed with Christ through sufferings so that it is submitted to the
headship of Christ (Phil. 2:13; cf. S. S. 4:1, 4; 7:4a, 5), and we must maintain a good and pure conscience by the priceless,
cleansing, and purifying blood of Christ (Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 3:9; Heb. 9:14; 10:22).

VI. God’s purpose in dealing with those who love Him is that they may gain Him to the fullest extent, surpassing the loss of all
that they have other than Him (Phil. 3:7-8), that He might be expressed through them for the fulfillment of His purpose in
creating man (Gen. 1:26).
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SIGHING OVER HIS MISERABLE PRESENT

After dwelling on his excellent past, Job in chapter thirty sighed over his miserable present. Job said that those who were
younger than he held him in derision and that others made him a byword, abhorred him, and stood aloof from him,
casting off restraint in his presence. Next, Job said that terrors had turned upon him, that his prosperity had passed away
like a cloud, that his soul was poured out within him, and that days of affliction had taken hold of him. Job continued by
saying that he cried to God, but God did not answer him. According to Job's feeling, God had turned to become cruel to
him. Job said to Him, "I know that You will bring me into death,/And to the house appointed for all living" (v. 23). Job
also sighed over the fact that when he expected good, evil came, and when he waited for light, darkness came. Job
concluded by saying that his inward parts were in turmoil, that days of affliction had drawn near to him, and that his
harp had become mourning and his pipe, the voice of those who weep. Here we see a picture of Job's sufferings.

Job did not understand the reason for his sufferings, but today we know the reason. It was true that Job suffered, but his
suffering was allowed by God for a purpose. God wanted to take away all his successes. Job was very successful, both
materially and ethically. He had attained to a very high degree of perfection and uprightness. That was his integrity, and
he was proud of it. Job considered his perfection and integrity as a robe to cover him and as a turban to glorify him.
However, God took these away in order that Job would pursue God Himself instead of other things, yet Job did not
understand. He thought that he was right and that God had done something wrong toward him. Therefore, he was hoping
to have an opportunity to present his case before God. From this we can see that Job was altogether in another realm,
one which was contrary to God's desire.

Eventually, Job recognized that he had known God only "by the hearing of the ear" (42:5a). He had heard about God and
he had believed in God, but he had never seen God. However, through all the strippings and consumings, the time came
when Job saw God (42:5b).




