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GOD COMING TO BE LIFE TO MAN 

We have seen that the central goal of God in the universe is life. Now we need to see how God 
came to be man's life and to be mingled with man. God's focus is on life, which is simply God 
Himself… When life enters into man, God enters man. We would never say that God is God, 
that life is life, and that God and life are separate from each other. Actually, God is life, and 
life is God; the two cannot be separated. When life is separated from God, it is no longer life. 
Life is not only in God, but life is God. Hence, Psalm 36 says that life is in God and that the 
source of life is with God. 

The incarnated Christ is God on one hand and life on the other hand. Christ is God, and 
Christ is life; therefore, God is life. Furthermore, we know assuredly that God became flesh 
in order that we may receive Him as life. In His incarnation, He said, “I have come that they 
may have life” (John 10:10). The life in us is God Himself. God became flesh so that man 
might receive Him as life. He said that He was the living bread which came down out of 
heaven (6:51); this means that God became man and came among men because He desires to 
be the living bread so that men can receive Him as their life. 

Life Being God Himself 

In John 11:25, the Lord said, “I am...the life,” and Colossians 3:4 says, “Christ our life.” We 
often say that we have received God's life, but strictly speaking, we have not received God's 
life; rather, we have received God Himself as our life…. God's life is God Himself; it is 
impossible for God to give His life to us without His coming into us. In order for us to receive 
God's life, we must receive God Himself. Since life is God, it is impossible for us to receive 
only God's life but not God Himself. 

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit Being Life 

The manifestation of life, however, is not that simple. First, this life exists from eternity, from 
the beginning. First John 1:1 says, “That which was from the beginning...concerning the...life”; 
this life was in eternity past without beginning. This life was in the beginning and is called 
the Father. Therefore, the Father is the origin. At a certain time He was manifested, and this 
life was seen in the Son. Therefore, the Son is the expression. 

When the Son was manifested, He clearly said, “I am...the life,” and “I have come that they 
may have life.” Then Paul says, “Christ our life”; the Son is our life. John went on to say 
concerning the Son, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have the life” (1 John 5:12). This means that the Son is life expressed, but the 
story of this life does not stop here. The Son went through human living on earth and 
eventually died on the cross; after three days He resurrected from the dead and became the 
Spirit. At this time, this life is seen in the Spirit. This life is in the Spirit. 

According to Romans 8:2, after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the Spirit is called the 
Spirit of life, proving that life is in the Spirit and that the Spirit is life; hence, the Spirit is 
called the Spirit of life. John 7:38 says, “He who believes into Me,...out of his innermost being 
shall flow rivers of living water.” The rivers of living water are life. Then the next verse 
continues, “But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were 
about to receive” (v. 39). The rivers of living water actually denote the life of the Son; this can 
be proven by John 4:14, where the Lord explicitly said that the water that He will give to those 
who receive Him will become a fountain in them. Then in chapter 7, He said that the living 
water refers to “the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to receive; for the 
Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified” (v. 39). Glorification refers to the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

At that time, because Jesus was not yet resurrected, the Spirit was not yet; however, when 
Jesus was resurrected, the Spirit came. The Spirit is the living water as life in those who 
believe into the Lord Jesus. When we put John chapters 4 and 7 and Romans chapter 8 
together, we see that after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the Spirit is life. Therefore, life 
is God Himself. In eternity past, life could be seen in the Father; when He was manifested 
among men, life was seen in the Son; after passing through death and resurrection, life can 
be seen in the Spirit. Hence, life is related to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 
(Further Talks on the Knowledge of Life, Chapter 2, Section 2) 
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Meeting Schedule 
Lord’s Table Meeting - Lord’s Day 
                 - YWCA 9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Prayer Meeting, - Tuesday & Wednesday  
                 - Saints Homes 8:30 - 9:30 PM 
Small Group Meeting - Saturday evening 
                - Saints Homes 
Young People’s Meeting - Fridays 
      - Bro. Hendrick’s House 7:00-9:00PM 

Upcoming Activities 

March 2015 -  Love Feast, March 15 
                       - Church YP Conference 

April    2015 - Church Pursuit, April 3 
                          All-inclusive Christ Msg# 12 
                       -  Love Feast, April 12 
                       - Conference, Edmonton,  
                          April 24 - 26     

Church Building 

Seven Annual Feasts 
1. International Chinese-speaking 

Conference - Taipei, Taiwan 
    February 21-22, 2015 
2. International Training for elders and 

Responsible Ones - Anaheim, CA 
    March 27-29, 2015 
3. Memorial Day Conference - St Louis, MO 
    May 22-25, 2015 
4. Summer Training - Anaheim, CA 
    June 29 - July 4, 2015 
5. ITERO - Aguas de Lindoia, Brazil 
    October 1-3, 2015 
6.  Thanksgiving Conference  
      Jacksonville, FL 
      November 26-29, 2015 
7. Winter Training - Anaheim, California  
    Dec. 21-26, 2015

The more we call on Him, the 
more we sense that He is living in 

us and that we belong to Him. 
This is because we have His life 
and nature. We can live by His 
life and enjoy His divine life.

“… we have received God Himself as our life …”
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This Weeks’s Pursuit:  The Vision, Practice, and Building Up of the Church as 
the Body of Christ - Message Eight 

The Building Up of the Church as the Body of Christ (2) Through 
the Inner Experience of the Indwelling Christ 

Scripture Reading: Eph. 3:16-21; 2:21-22; 4:12, 16 

I. Ephesians 1:10 reveals that in the economy of the fullness of the times, God will head up 
all things in Christ through the church; this aspect of God’s purpose for the church 
involves building.  
The building is in the divine life and under the headship of Christ to bring us all into proper 
order; in life we are built up under the headship of Christ, and through this God has the 
ground to make His multifarious wisdom known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenlies so that He may put His enemy to shame.  

The Head and the Body are a great corporate man, and within this man is the Triune God . 
Christ is the Head, and by being life to us He saturates, transforms, and transfigures us to 
bring us into the proper order under His headship. It is through this Body that the Head, 
Christ, will head up all things; this requires the building up of the church as the Body of 
Christ according to the revelation in the book of Ephesians (4:12, 16).  

II. If we would participate in the work of the divine building, we need to know the 
economy of God and the central work of God and allow God in Christ to build Himself 
into us (3:9, 17a):  
God’s New Testament economy is for the processed and consummated Triune God to be 
wrought into us to become our life and our very being. The most crucial and mysterious 
matter revealed in the Bible is that God’s ultimate intention is to work Himself into His 
chosen people. 

God’s eternal purpose is to work Himself into us as our life and our everything so that we 
may take Him as our person, live Him, and express Him; this is the desire of God’s heart and 
the focal point of the Bible. God desires to work Himself in Christ into us; everything that 
Christ is and everything that Christ has accomplished are for this one thing. We need God to 
build Himself in Christ into our humanity, working Himself in Christ into us as our life, our 
nature, and our person.  
 
III. The building up of the church as the Body of Christ is through the inner experience 
of the indwelling Christ.  
Ephesians is a book on the church, the Body of Christ, and this book speaks about the 
unsearchable riches of Christ and how this Christ as the Spirit is making His home in us. 
Christ builds the church by building Himself into us, that is, by entering into our spirit and 
spreading Himself from our spirit into our mind, emotion, and will to occupy our entire 
being . 

Paul prayed that we would be strengthened into the inner man with the result that Christ 
could make His home in our hearts and thereby occupy, possess, permeate, and saturate our 
whole inner being with Himself. 

Since our heart is the totality of our inward parts, the center of our inward being, and our 
representative with regard to our inclination, affection, delight, and desire, when Christ 
makes His home in our hearts, He controls our entire inward being and supplies and 
strengthens every inward part with Himself.  

Ephesians 3:17 speaks of being rooted and grounded in love. That we are rooted indicates 
that we are plants, and our being grounded means that we are a building. Together the two 
aspects, rooted and grounded, indicate that we need to grow and be built up. According to 
verse 18, we are able to apprehend the dimensions of Christ—the breadth, the length, the 
height, and the depth—not by ourselves individually but “with all the saints,” that is, 
corporately and jointly; this reveals that we need to be built together.  

When Christ makes His home in our hearts, we will be filled unto all the fullness of God; 
this fullness is the church, the Body of Christ, as the corporate expression of the Triune God. 
We should focus on this prayer to the extent that we do not know what to pray other than 
this. 

By revelation the mystery of Christ was made known to Paul (vv. 3-6); thus, his spirit and 
attitude—what he saw, what he said, and what he cared about in his heart—were related to 
the vision of the building up of the church as the Body of Christ through the inner 
experience of the indwelling Christ. We need to have this spirit, attitude, prayer, and faith 
when we serve God in the church. 

WEEK LORD’S TABLE 
ATTENDANCE

PRAYER 
MEETING

YP 
MEETING

HOME 
MEETING OFFERING

 Mar. 01  -  Mar. 07, 2015 19 11 11 $140.00

 Mar. 08  -  Mar. 14, 2015 22 11 12 $320.00

Prayer burden 
1. Lord build us in life and bring us all 

into proper order under Your headship, 
for You to have the ground to make Your 
multifarious wisdom known to the rulers 
and principalities in the heavenliness so 
that You may put Your enemy to shame. 

2. Lord continue to work Yourself into 
us, spread Yourself from our spirit into 
our mind, emotion, and will to occupy 
our entire being, so that we may take 
You as our person, to live You out, and to 
express You. 

3. Lord make home in our hearts, 
occupy us, possess us, permeate us and 
saturate our whole being. Control our 
entire inward being, supply and 
strengthen us into our inner man. 

4. Lord we still pray to have the reality of 
taking You as our person in our daily 
living. In everything we do should be 
done not by our self but by You. 

5. Pray for the conference in Calgary on 
March 20 - 22, 2015. Pray also for the 
conference in Edmonton on April 24 - 
26, 2015. 

6. Pray for the growth and increase of the 
church in Regina. For the gospel 
propagation and church mini-conference 
on March 15, 2015.  

Lord, we treasure Your appearing. We can 
do nothing without Your presence being with 

us. Your appearing strengthens us to 
consecrate ourselves to You. Lord, appear to 

us in our daily living and infuse us with 
Yourself! Only under Your constant infusion 
can we live a life to You, a life of the altar 
and the tent. Lord, we want to see You, be 

infused by You, and live to You. Your 
appearing is everything to us, and we love to 

be in Your presence!
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 The Church in Regina 
YP Conference

(outlines & Excerpt)



The Church in Regina March 15, 2015 Volume III Issue No.11


