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In Adam and in Christ (V)
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1. In Christ (continued)
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3. “Every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” (Eph. 1:3).
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In Christ we not only have righteousness, justification, and life, but we also obtain every spiritual blessing in
the heavenlies. Specifically, we obtain the Father’s selection, the Son’s redemption, and the Holy Spirit’s

sealing in Christ. We also obtain all the blessings in Christ that are mentioned in the subsequent verses in
Ephesians.
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4. “He chose us” (Eph. 1:4).
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The first blessing that God gives is His selection of us before the foundation of the world. This blessing of
selection was given to us in Christ by God because He chose us in Christ.
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5. “Predestinating” (Eph. 1:5).
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God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, predestinating us unto sonship to be sons together
with His Son (Rom. 8:29) and to be the object of His love and grace in the Son. He has predestinated us in
Christ.
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6. “Redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14).
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God chose us in eternity, predestinated us, and came in time to redeem us, that is, to deal with our sin in order
that we could be forgiven. God has given us His forgiveness in Christ.
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7. “Sanctified” (1 Cor. 1:2).
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To be sanctified is to be separated from everything of the world and to return to God (see chapter 8,
“Sanctification”). God has saved us and sanctified us to Himself. God has sanctified us in Christ.
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8. “The righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).
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God accomplished redemption for us according to His righteousness. God also has forgiven and justified us
according to His righteousness. God saved us according to His righteousness (see chapter 9, “Justification,” and
chapter 35, “The Faithfulness of God and the Righteousness of God”). God worked His righteousness into us in
His salvation. Therefore, people can see God’s righteousness in us. The righteousness of God is manifested in
us, so we become the righteousness of God. This is something that God perfects in us in Christ.
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9. “Wisdom...righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).
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This verse refers to four items. Of these items wisdom can be considered as a summary, whereas the other
three—righteousness, sanctification, and redemption—are the details. This can be seen in the structure of the
original Greek. Everything that God gives us in Christ is related to wisdom and even is wisdom. Wisdom
includes three items: righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Righteousness causes us to be saved by
being justified by God. This occurred in the past. Sanctification causes us to live a holy life and to overcome.
This occurs in the present. Redemption causes our body to be redeemed and us to be transfigured. This will
occur in the future. All these items are given to us by God in Christ, and they are even Christ Himself as
wisdom. In Christ God has given us salvation in the past, overcoming today, and transfiguration in the future.
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10. “His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6).
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Being graced by God means that we become the object of God’s grace. It is a great blessing for us to be graced
by God. This is something that God gives to us in His beloved Son.
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11. “Sonship” (Eph. 1:5).
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Sonship includes being a son of God with the life, position, authority, blessing, and glory of a son of God. It is
also to be a son of God with His Son, our Lord Jesus. This blessing is truly great, and it will take eternity to be
manifested to us. Sonship has been given to us by God in Christ.
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