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The Service of the New Covenant ()
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I. The Special Characteristics of the New Covenant (continued)
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D. Every Believer Being a Priest
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1. “Made us a kingdom, priests to His God” (Rev. 1:6; see also 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:9).
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In the new covenant every believer is a priest. This is the fourth special characteristic. In the old covenant there
were only a few priests among God’s people. In the new covenant God wants every believer to be a priest. To
be a priest means to serve God. God wants every believer to serve Him because He wants every believer to be
a priest. In fallen Catholicism and deformed Christianity, only a few serve God because of the clergy-laity system.
This system is very much against the teaching of the new covenant. In the new covenant God wants all His
people to serve Him. He wants every believer to be a serving priest without any distinction based on a system
of clergy and laity, that is, those who serve God and those who do not serve God. Every believer should serve
God because every believer is a priest to God in the new covenant.
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E. Every Believer Being a Member One of Another
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1. “We who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another” (Rom. 12:5).
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In the new covenant the believers are members one of another. This is the fifth special characteristic of the new
covenant. Romans begins with our status as sinners and then, step by step, brings us to our status as members
who serve in the Body of Christ in Romans 12. The believers who serve God are the Body of Christ, the church,
and are members one of another, manifesting their function in the Body. In the old covenant the church was a
hidden mystery, but in the new covenant the church has been manifested (Eph. 3:5-10). Therefore, a unique
characteristic of the new covenant is that the believers are members one of another in the Body.
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In the new covenant God wants the believers in Christ to express Christ throughout the universe as the Body of

Christ, which is the church. In the new covenant God wants the members of the Body of Christ to serve Him.
We are the Body of Christ and members one of another because we have received the life of Christ. The life of
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Christ was not available to those under the old covenant; consequently, those under the old covenant could
not experience the reality of being the Body of Christ and of being members one of another. This is possible
only under the new covenant; therefore, it is a special characteristic of the new covenant.
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None of the preceding points were possible under the old covenant. They are realities only in the new covenant.

If we want to know the true service of the new covenant, we must understand these five special characteristics.
After seeing these five special characteristics, we can see the service of the new covenant.
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